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Denver Students To Explore Pandemic Loss And Recovery At World’s Largest Arts Fest

After delays and challenges, Denver School of the Arts students will host the Denver premiere
of their timely new musical re:ACTION before performing at the 2022 Edinburgh Festival Fringe.

Since the early 2000s,  it’s been a rite of passage for theatre and stagecraft students at Denver
School of the Arts (DSA) to travel to Edinburgh, Scotland, every four years and put on a show at
the Festival Fringe, the largest arts festival in the world.

In the fall of 2019, students began preparing for their next trip — but then, thanks to COVID-19,
everything fell apart. Because of travel restrictions, the project was postponed indefinitely.
Remote learning made in-person rehearsals impossible. And traditional fundraising options for
the trip, such as volunteering at Broncos games and hosting a charity gala, became unfeasible.

Now, two and a half years later, the students are ready to perform at the Festival Fringe this
summer — where they will be performing a sweeping new musical shaped by their experiences
during the past few tumultuous years: re:ACTION.

Based — with official approval — on three time Tony Award-winning composer Jason Robert
Brown’s celebrated solo album, How We React and How We Recover, re:ACTION explores
COVID-19, lockdowns, loss of small businesses, mass shootings, Black Lives Matter, George
Floyd’s death, losing someone to Covid, homelessness, sexuality, and more through the eyes of
high school students. The resulting production, created by and starring students under the
direction of DSA Theatre Director Shawn Hann, delves deeply into love, loss, and grief — and
explores how we react to upheaval and how we recover.

Making the project a reality proved to be a community endeavor. While the global pandemic
wreaked havoc on many student travel firms, DSA worked closely with the Denver-based
educational travel company Walking Tree Travel to ensure the trip could move forward. And
thanks to creative fundraising efforts plus generous support from Denver branch of the English
Speaking Union educational organization, the group was able to raise more money for the trip
than ever before — so much so that they were able to launch the first-ever Fringe scholarship
program, to ensure as many students as possible are able to attend, regardless of need.

To celebrate their work and give back to the community, DSA students will host the worldwide
premier of re:ACTION on May 20, 2022, at Denver School of the Arts, 7111 Montview Blvd,
Denver, CO 80220. The two performances that evening, at 6 and 7:45 p.m., will be free to the
public, with a suggested donation of $10 to help cover trip expenses.


